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Hisuniu

A REVITALIZED DOWNTOWN,
A RIVERFRONT RENAISSANCE,
CHIC RESTAURANTS, AND
WINE-TASTING GALORE—
THIS IS DEFINITELY NOT YOUR
GRANDFATHER'S NAPA

A recent study suggests [am the typical viaisr to the Napa Valley: | bve
in Califnrnia (San Francises, to be specifc); | am peofessional, well edu-
cated, and “maruee:” T go there mainly for weines and wineries, food and
frends; and | ame a repeat vIsiear, Har 1 am alsn typecal in anocher way
that the soudy docsn't mention, Despite regulardy visiting a family home
in the upper valley for 2 years, my only erps inem che ciry of Napa con-
sisted of ducking ino the First Street outdets 1 buy fip-flops or grabling
carme ol pastor at a tace trick on Soscol Avenne.

Then one Febroary day too wet o strugale up Highway 29, T decided
ter hve [unch at ;’Ln_z-ﬂz,.a N.I'F; restaurant that frodie friends had recom-
mended, | followed che signs from the reoway s the “histuric dowa-
iy and ended upat the hrickclacl Hat Hu:liclmg. The restaurant 15 at
the far end, overlooking a4 bend in the eiver, Tle French-blue shutiers, the
|:|]u.r.||:-:r bower stuffed with h].'-.'lra.nguuﬂ:_.anrl the remarkable mussels made
mwe feel as far from San Francisco as St Emilion.

[t turaes ot ['me ook the anby one r.:l'ki.ng the= :"'::IEH:I. &XIr rhess |'|$I:!|‘:'I--r|'||"
first irickle sarted when Copia opened in 2000, Food and wine kvers
came, they contemplated, and they headed up to Yountville for dinner.
Then word gor our about the restanrants just acress the bridge on Main
Srreer: Cole’s Chop Howse for prime steaks, inmate Celadon for pliabal
cornfort foud, Zuza for tapas and ssphtings of real sanemakers. Wich the
apening of veagie-chic Ubuntu fa semifinalise for a 2008 James Beand
Avward o beest new I~|.'5n:=.|.'||.1||:||::l1 the: trickle has rerned inmia pTreEmt.

It'= an ape metaphar for 3 town whese commeicial Life bas bee
complicated wver the years by its proximiey to the MNapa River’s foed-
ing banks. “Withour the flosd protection project, people woaldn't have
been as inteeested i investng i ghis area” explains Cassandra Walker,
economic development director for the city of Mapa. “Developers are now
confident they'll be protecied from further Aooding, so they're bolding
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right up o edge of the river trail ar the Aol control progee,.”

Adong with the new protections on the riverbank come “nrban amenites” she says, and a prime example is the
amphirhearer-shaped Venerans Park, which opened lase spring south of the First Strest bridge, With weoraced Lawns
separated by concrete risers, the park is builr for apen-air entertainment or just gazing at the water.,

Acrnss the rever 15 the ggest project b open this fall, the Westin Veraza, The 160-room condo-harel overdook
ing the Chabow namure preserve offers the benefits of owmership wath the convenienes s loxury of a full-service re-
SO ['r\-'lr.!:rl-.' ammemites includic a q.'n'.rtll.:'r:.'r;.;l.. oo ball court, and roam service fram La 'l jLe —chef Ben Frank’s
acclaimed Butherford restanrant, which be's relocated o the Westin, A shaorr walk from Verasa, vwe cther up-valley
sooms have opensed spis-offs at Oxbew Poblic Markes: the heavenly Model Bakery, and Taylors Auteananc BEofresher,
tlee mock drive-in fameous for ms ahe |'|l.|rg-urr;.

[nside the market, which apened in 2007, you're definitely noe in St. Helera anymere. Tastiag posabilities -
chade aalongs ac Tillerman Tea, Rwanda Mucsmba beans ar Ritual Coffee Hossrers, nnd r|'|-'|rn|.'|.r-n-r-r.1ngr. ICE CrEaml
at Thres Twins organic creamery, At Whale Spice Company, jars hise the wall with ingredients wou won's bind ag
the grocery store: grranukabed loney, pulverized grapetruic peel, vindaloo corry powder. As owner Shule Madmeone
scoops linle mounds for sniffing, he leans in to talk recipes. What w do with ea'ae? Sprinkle this mix of thyme,
sesamne seechs, and salt on leboch (thick Middle Eastern yogurth and drizzle with olive ml. That ol can be faend a
the Olive Press stand—i's lncal, 15 fresh, and you can sampde it before buying, Ocher action takes place ar Onghosy
Wine: Merchant & Wine Bar and Osbow Cheese Merchant, where nibbling and sippeng at the cireular bar have

"DEVELOPERS ARE NOW CONFIDENT THEY'LL BE PROTECTED FROM
FURTHER FLOODING, SO THEY'RE BUILDING RIGHT UP TO THE EDGE
OF THE RIVER TRAIL" —CASSANDRA WALKER
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become popular after-work activines.

Sipping doesn't begin to describe syhat’s going on next door ar Copéa, A new wine bar ofbers 300 wines by the
prlass Croen all 50 staves. *Ies the largest wine-tasting room on the West Coast,” says CED Garry MeGiuaire. The room
opens onn the Edible Gardens, where you can wander around the squash and erb beds, then sat the harvest at
Juli's Kirchen. "The gardens provide 90 percent of the produce served at the restaoran,” MoeGuire bearms

Back acrass the Fiest Sereer hrsdge, downtown offers o hevy of new wine-tasning and shopping nppormanities, At
the Il:l.'l:.l’tll|} relocated Back Risoan Wides WO i ol your busels wath a :tfl:‘cil‘l.il:q.‘:_ Herls Larab "l.":'nL'g.'Jl:rl.'p Sauw-
wnon Blane, At Calke Plare, yon can hrowse tashions by Velbver, Milly, and Alice + Oivia, Boutigquee cwner Lindsay
Eoroll wses '-'i:l'lt.'inﬂ cake stands 1o d.i.":pla.}' jll'\-'-'l.'!rf. sqmall |'|u|:r.|LluH5-. cwen T-shirts ool l.'l:'l.l'_H.IHEL L vzt il Whomge™s
yopra clases, jus up che block. The yoga stucho-cum-restaurane offers a full slare of hatha and vinvasa classes, burin
my opinkon, the aeta da mueara (eeacker bread) wirh ceci (chickpea) pures and rocker, and the cheesecake in ajar, are
the [astest wavs to find your bliss,

Chasicle, murals thar paing the wemn's history anchor whar’s new in Napa o whars old, as does the timeless jazz
shipping out the windosw of Silo's, the new club and sone bar i the nswese Xapa Mill complea, wlwere mieratsonal
caharet star Wesla Whirheld and her hushand, pans Mike Greensill, perform each weekend.

That easy How between past and peesent, like o gentbe bend nothe Mapa River, s rapidly torming Napa o oo

of Wine Counery’s miost intripuing must-see destinanons,

THEEASY FLOW BETWEEN PAST AND PRESENT, LIKE A GENTLE BEND
IN THE NAFA RIVER, IS RAPIDLY TURNING NAFA INTO ONE OF WINE
COUNTRY'S MOST INTRIGUING MUST-5EE DESTINATIONS.
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Where to Find Them
Angele Restaurant and Bar
520 Main 5t

Mapa

{707) Z52-B115
wwaLangeiorastaurant.com

Back Room Wines

1000 Main St Shop 120
Mapa

(707) 2251378

woovw. Backroomwines.com

Cake Plate

1000 Main Stresl, Ske. 100
Mapa

(FO7} 226-2300
www.cakeplateonline. com

Cole’s Chop House
1122 Main 5.

Mapa

{FOF] 224-6328

www.coleschophouse.com

Copla: The American Center for
Wine, Food & the Arts

500 First 5t

Mapa

(P07 251800

WRW.COpEE. 0D

Caladon

SO0 Main 5t Suite G
Mapa

[P} 254-3470

wanw caladonnapa.com

Mew walkways offer lovely _‘l‘iﬂﬂ. ws of w w:_.

La Topise

1314 MekKinstry 54
Mapa

{707 257-5157
wrvw, fatoguescom

Chbow Public Market

510 First 51,

Mapa

[FOF) 2286529
wenw.oxbowpublicmarket.com

Sifa's

530 Main St
Mapa

{707 251-5833

vivwwsilosjazzclub,com

Ubuntu

1140 Bdain 51,

Mapa

(707) 251-5656
www.ubunfunapa..{ﬂrrl.

Westin Verasa
1314 MeKinstry 5t
Mapa

(A0} A03-14.40

W LYET ASEMap A Com

Fllral]

B29 Main St

Mapa

0T 224-8555
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